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1. Overview
1.1 Introduction
1.1.1 This Pre-application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared by AECOM on behalf of Glen

Earrach Energy Limited (‘the Applicant’), to support an application under Section 36 of the Electricity
Act 1989 (‘the Electricity Act’) for consent, together with deemed planning permission under Section
57(2) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (‘the Planning Act’) to:

‘Construct and operate the proposed Glen Earrach Pumped Storage Hydro (PSH) scheme’ (hereafter
referred to as the ‘Proposed Development’).

1.2 The Proposed Development
1.2.1 It is proposed to construct the Proposed Development using the existing Loch nam Breac Dearga

located on the Northwest side of Loch Ness, approximately 9.5 km to the south of Drumnadrochit, and
6.5 km north of Invermoriston within The Highland Council area.

1.2.2 The Proposed Development will have a storage capacity of up to 30,000 megawatt hours with up to
2,000 megawatts installed electrical generation capacity. Water will be pumped, via proposed tunnels,
into and from turbines located between Loch Ness and Loch nam Breac Dearga. It will provide a
flexible energy ‘battery’ that will help balance energy supply and demand on the national grid system.

1.2.3 A detailed description of the Proposed Development’s design and the design development is provided
in Chapter 2 Project and Site Description (Volume 2: Main Report) of the Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (EIAR) which has also been submitted as part of the Section 36 Application.

1.3 Regulatory Framework
1.3.1 Due to the regulatory consenting process for Section 36 applications under the Electricity Act, the

Planning Act is not fully engaged beyond Section 57(2) and therefore PAC is not a statutory
requirement. However, it is considered good practice and applicants are encouraged by the Scottish
Government’s Energy Consents Unit (ECU) Good Practice Guidance (2022) (‘the Guidance’) to
conduct meaningful engagement at the earliest possible stage with communities or groups who may
be affected by or interested in Section 36 and Section 37 applications.

1.3.2 In 2022, the Scottish Government updated the Guidance on the minimum expectation for pre-
application consultation1. The approach to pre-application consultation for the Proposed Development
has been designed to exceed the minimum expectation.

1.4 PAC Report Requirements
1.4.1 This PAC Report has been prepared in accordance with the guidance in the Scottish Government’s

‘Good Practice Guidance’, specifically the guidance embedded in ‘Table 1: Pre-application
consultation’ relating to ‘Content of public event and pre-application consultation report’

1.4.2 Table 1-1 Requirements of the PAC Report below sets out where the required information can be
found within this PAC Report.

1 Scottish Government good practice guidance on applications under sections 36 and 37 of Electricity Act 1989
https://www.gov.scot/publications/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/pages/3/
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Table 1-1 Requirements of the PAC Report

Content of public event and pre-application consultation report Location within this PAC Report

The applicant is expected to prepare a pre-application consultation
report (PAC Report) setting out what has been done to accord with
the guidance set out above. The PAC Report should be submitted
with the application. The PAC Report should contain the following
information:

 the dates on which and places where public events were held; Section 2.2 ‘Early Engagement’
Section 2.3 ‘Pre-application
Consultation’, ‘Details of the Events’

 a description of any additional steps taken by the applicant to
consult with members of the public regarding the development;

Section 2.2 ‘Early Engagement’,
‘Details of the Events’
Section 2.3 ‘Pre-application
Consultation’, ‘Notice of the PAC
Events’
Section 3.1 ‘Engagement on Local
Socio-Economic Benefits’

 a list of bodies, groups and organisations who were consulted by
the applicant and a description of how they were consulted;

Section 3.1 ‘Engagement on Local
Socio-Economic Benefits’
Section 3.2 ‘Stakeholder Consultations’
Appendix C ‘Stakeholder Register’

 a description of any materials sent to consultees and materials
provided to those attending public events;

Section 2.3 ‘Pre-application
Consultation’, ‘Consultation Materials’
Appendix D ‘Consultation Materials’

 copies of any visual presentation shown or displayed at a public
event, and photographs of any display boards or models at public
events;

Appendix D ‘Consultation Materials’

 confirmation as to whether consultees and attendees at public
events were informed that pre-application consultation does not
remove the right or the potential need to comment on the final
application once it is made to the Scottish Ministers;

Section 2.3 ‘Pre-application
Consultation’, ‘Consultation Materials’
Appendix A ‘Advertising Material’

 a summary of the written responses to consultations and views
raised at public events, including an indication of the number of
written responses received and the number of persons who
attended the public events;

Section 2.2 ‘Early Engagement’,
‘Details of the Events’
Section 2.3 ‘Pre-application
Consultation’, ‘Notice of the PAC
Events’

 an explanation of how the applicant took account of views raised
during the pre-application consultation process; and

Section 2.2 ‘Early Engagement’, ‘Key
Feedback Received and Actions Taken’
Section 2.3 ‘Pre-application
Consultation’, ‘Key Feedback Received
and Actions Taken’
Section 2.4 ‘Consultation Feedback’

 an explanation of how members of the public were given
feedback on the applicant's consideration of the views raised
during the pre-application consultation process.

Section 2.2 ‘Early Engagement’, ‘Key
Feedback Received and Actions Taken’
Section 2.3 ‘Pre-application
Consultation’, ‘Key Feedback Received
and Actions Taken’
Section 2.4 ‘Additional Consultation’

Source: Scottish Government (2022) Energy Consents Unit: Good Practice Guidance for Applications
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2. Public Consultation
2.1 Introduction
2.1.1 The Applicant has engaged meaningfully with the local community and community councils from an 

early stage. Engagement on the Proposed Development has involved the following three key stages 
in addition to ongoing consultation:

1. Early engagement;

2. Pre-application consultation; and,

3. Community benefits workshop.

2.1.2 The feedback from the early engagement and pre-application consultation events have been used to 
inform the design process, the EIAR assessments and the mitigation measures. 

2.1.3 Ongoing engagement with statutory and non-statutory consultees has been carried out throughout 
the design development and environmental assessment processes. Consultation with consultees will 
continue, as appropriate, at the different stages of the project lifecycle.

2.1.4 Additional engagement has also been undertaken with The Highland Council, key stakeholders, the 
local community and community councils in relation to maximising the net economic impact of the 
Proposed Development and on the socio-economic benefits it can deliver. 

2.1.5 Image 1 Timeline of Events below sets out the timeline of public consultation events and other 
opportunities for feedback from the public and other key stakeholders.

Image 1. Timeline of Events
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2.2 Early Engagement

Details of the Events
2.2.1 Five community events were held between May and September 2024 to introduce the Proposed

Development and provide an opportunity for the community to give early feedback.

2.2.2 The first two events were held to introduce the Proposed Development:

 Thursday 23 May 2024 at MacDonald Drumossie Hotel, Inverness. A roundtable session with

invited business and community representatives.

 Friday 24 May 2024 at Glenurquhart public hall, Drumnadrochit. A public meeting with a

presentation from the Applicant and a Q&A session.

2.2.3 A drop-in style event was organised in Balnain to give people closest to the Proposed Development
Site an opportunity to see the proposals and give early feedback. Following feedback from the wider
community around the Loch Ness area, further drop-in events were organised in neighbouring
villages:

 Thursday 14 August 2024, Village Hall, Balnain.

 Wednesday 18 September 2024, Millennium Hall, Invermoriston.

 Thursday 19 September 2024, Wildside Centre, Foyers.

2.2.4 The events were publicised through the local community councils2, and a flyer (Appendix A) were
distributed by a third-party provider to addresses in the IV63 postcode. The events were also shared
on the Applicant’s website, social media and through the local press. Information about the events
were also distributed via an online mailing-list.

Key Feedback Received and Actions Taken
2.2.5 During the early engagement discussions, there were several themes and topics raised by individuals,

businesses and organisations in the local community. These included:

 Environmental impacts of infrastructure on wildlife and of changing water levels on aquatic

ecosystems and local water supplies;

 Impact on local roads and walking trails;

 Concerns about noise during construction;

 Concerns about traffic and worker management during construction;

 Concerns about the cumulative impact of various energy projects in the area;

 Requests for additional details and visualisations of the Proposed Development; and

 Requests for community benefits.

2.2.6 Information was shared on how the EIAR would respond to some of the topics raised, with additional
information and mitigations identified.

2.2.7 Based on the feedback received, some changes were made to the design of the Proposed
Development, or additional engagement was planned. This is set out in Table 2-1 Key Feedback
Received at Early Engagement Events below.

2 Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council, Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council, Glen Urquhart Community
Council
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Table 2-1 Key Feedback Received at Early Engagement Events

Action(s) taken

Visual impact of the Proposed
Development (including
temporary construction
structures) on residents

At the early engagement events, feedback noted that the proposed location
of construction compounds was too close to existing communities. The
compounds were relocated to the northwest of the site to reduce these
potential impacts on local communities.

Impact on private water
supplies

The feedback received suggested there may be private water supplies
around the Proposed Development site that were not on The Highland
Council’s register, and these should be considered in the EIAR. To inform the
EIAR a questionnaire was developed to gather information on private water
supplies in the area.
In October 2024, the questionnaire was sent to 150 addresses in proximity to
the site and the questionnaires were also taken to the public consultation
events.
The information that was collected on private water supplies informed the
design process and the assessment of impacts on private water supplies in
Chapter 10: Water Environment (EIAR Volume 2: Main Report).

Impacts on local traffic and
transport during construction

Options for connection points from the Proposed Development Site to the
local road network were taken to the early public engagement events.
Feedback from the events was used to narrow down the options for site
access.

Benefits provided to the local
community (e.g. Community
Benefit Fund)

A Socio-Economic Statement has been prepared to demonstrate how the
Proposed Development will meet NPF4 Policy 11 (c). This has been
informed by engagement with The Highland Council, community councils
other stakeholders and public feedback about community benefits.

2.3 Pre-Application Consultation

Proposal of Application Notice
2.3.1 Although not a statutory requirement under Section 36 of the Electricity Act, the Applicant submitted

a Proposal of Application Notice (24/04410/PAN) to The Highland Council on 8th October 2024. This
provided a formal opportunity to comment on the consultation approach (Appendix B: Proposal of
Application Notice). The Applicant has subsequently undertaken a comprehensive programme of
pre-application consultation in accordance with the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit
Good Practice Guidance (2022). This approach reflects the expectation of meaningful public
engagement at an early stage and broadly aligns with the statutory requirements for major
developments under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.

2.3.2 At the meeting of The Highland Council’s South Planning Applications Committee on 19th November
2024, they noted the Proposal of Application Notice but had no specific comments on the consultation
approach. Feedback was received on the Proposed Development as part of the committee discussion,
which is outlined in Section 2.4 Consultation Feedback in Table 2-2 Key Feedback Received from
the South Planning Application Committee.

Details of the Events
2.3.3 Four in-person consultation events were held as part of the consultation in locations around the

Proposed Development to provide an opportunity for the community to discuss the proposals with
members of the project team, ask questions and provide feedback. The events were held at different
times in all locations to maximise the opportunity for people to be able to attend at least one.

2.3.4 The four in-person pre-application consultation (PAC) events were:

 23 October 2024, Craigmonie Centre, Glen Urquhart High School, Drumnadrochit, 16:00-

20:00;
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 24 October 2024, Wildside Centre, Foyers, 15:00-19:00;

 7 November 2024, Glenmoriston Millennium Hall, Invermoriston, 10:00-14:00; and

 8 November 2024, Balnain Hall, Balnain, 14:00-18:00.

2.3.5 A total of 85 people attended the four events. The attendance breakdown for each event was: 31 at 
Drumnadrochit; 15 at Whitebridge/ Foyers; 9 at Invermoriston and 30 at the Balnain event.

2.3.6 A virtual consultation room, shown in Image 2 below, was also made available at 
glenearrach.consultation.ai and ran from the 22 October to 15 November 2024 to provide an 
opportunity to exhibit the Proposed Development to a wider audience.

Image 2. Virtual Consultation Room

2.3.7 Over the four-week consultation period the virtual room had:

 239 unique visitors;

 2,269 page views; and

 An average dwell time of 5 minutes.

2.3.8 Feedback received on the Proposed Development is outlined in Section 2 Pre-Application 
Consultation, Table 2-3 Key Feedback Received at Community Engagement Events. 

Notice of the PAC Events
2.3.9 A variety of digital and non-digital methods were used to raise awareness of the consultation and how 

feedback could be provided.

Mailshot
2.3.10 A mailshot (Appendix A: Advertising Material) with information about the Proposed Development 

and the consultation was sent via first class post to the 2,146 addresses in the consultation zone on 
10 October 2024, to start arriving at the target addresses from the 15 October 2024. The consultation 
zone was determined using a combination of geographic proximity to the Proposed Development Site 
and existing community council boundaries. 

2.3.11 The mailshot consisted of a double-sided A4 flyer with an overview of the proposals, the locations and 
dates of the events, and the details of how to find out more information online once the consultation 
had launched on 22 October. 
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Advertising
2.3.12 A half page advert (Appendix A: Advertising Material) was placed in the 15 October 2024 edition of

The Inverness Courier, which is a bi-weekly paper and has a circulation of around 5,5433 per issue
and is the main local paper for the area. This was a week before the consultation opened and a week
before the first event to give people enough notice to be able to attend the first event.

2.3.13 A second half page advert (Appendix A) was placed in the 29 October 2024 edition of the Inverness
Courier with a reminder on the remaining two consultation event dates, a week before these events.

Email
2.3.14 Emails were sent to elected officials and the local community councils. A list of these stakeholders is

provided in Appendix C: Stakeholder Register.

2.3.15 An email was also sent to 120 people on the Applicant’s mailing list, which had been built through the
early engagement phase.

Posters
2.3.16 Posters (Appendix A: Advertising Material) were delivered and displayed in the following public

venues in Foyers, Invermoriston, Drumnadrochit, and Balnain from 17 October 2024:

 Foyers Stores, Post Office and Café, Foyers.
 Cameron’s Tea Room and Farm Shop, Foyers.
 Loch Ness East and Strathnairn Medical Practice, Lower Foyers.
 Wildside Centre, Foyers.
 Glenmoriston Millennium Hall, Invermoriston.
 Glenmoriston Millennium Hall car park, Invermoriston.
 Invermoriston Community Shop, Invermoriston.
 Clog and Craft Shop, Invermoriston.
 Glenrowan Coffee Shop, Invermoriston.
 Craigmonie Centre, Drumnadrochit (2 posters left here at request of venue – one for the local

library and one for the Craigmonie Centre notice board).
 Glenurquhart Childcare Centre, Drumnadrochit.
 Drumnadrochit Post Office, Drumnadrochit.
 Scotmid Coop outside notice board, Drumnadrochit.
 Glenurquhart Public Hall, Drumnadrochit.
 Loch Ness Hub and Tourist Information Centre, Drumnadrochit.
 Balnain Hall, Balnain.
 Balnain community notice board, Balnain.

Website and social media
2.3.17 Information on the Proposed Development, the consultation and how to provide feedback was added

to the Applicant’s website at https://www.glenearrach.energy/post/glen-earrach-pumped-storage-
hydro-facility-consultation.

2.3.18 Posts were also made on the Applicant’s LinkedIn and Facebook channels throughout the consultation
period, with information on the in-person events and a link to the page on the website where people
could find consultation information online.

Consultation Materials
2.3.19 Both the in-person and virtual consultation rooms showed eleven (A0-sized) consultation boards

around the perimeter of the room and the following documents (A0-sized) were provided on a central
table:

 Indicative Site Layout Plan – Underground Infrastructure;

 Indicative Site Layout Plan – Overground Infrastructure (Tunnel Route Option A);

 Indicative Site Layout Plan – Overground Infrastructure (Tunnel Route Option B);

 Indicative Site Layout Plan – Upper Control Works;

3 Inverness Courier Group circulation figure, ABC https://www.abc.org.uk/product/85-inverness-courier-group
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 Sections Drawings - Tunnel Route Option A;

 Sections Drawings - Tunnel Route Option B; and

 Indicative 3D Design – Lower Control Works.

2.3.20 The consultation boards provided the following:

1. An introduction to the Proposed Development and Pumped Storage Hydro;

2. Information on the Proposed Development Site and the required infrastructure;

3. A Site Location Plan;

4. General details of the Environmental Impact Assessment;

5. Information about the landscape and visual context and design considerations;

6. Information about the traffic and transport context and design considerations;

7. Information about the ecology, ornithology and Biodiversity Net Gain context and design
considerations;

8. Information about the flood risk and water environment context and design considerations;

9. Information on the potential economic impact and socio-economic community benefits;

10. Details on the consenting process and timescales; and

11. Opportunities to give feedback.

2.3.21 Consultation board 11 included a statement that comments made to the applicant are not
representations to the Scottish Ministers and if the applicant submits an application there will be an
opportunity to make representations on that application to the Scottish Ministers.

2.3.22 The events held on 7 and 8 November 2024 were used to give people an update on how feedback
received had been considered by the Applicant. A table containing this feedback information was
produced. The table of information was printed and displayed at both events.

2.3.23 A dedicated email address (info@glenearrach.energy) was set up so that respondents could email
comments directly to the project team. The email address was included on consultation materials.

2.3.24 Hard-copy feedback forms were also available, which people could either complete on the day or take
away and return to the project team by post. The events were attended by members of the project
team to give the public access to a variety of technical experts working on the project.

2.3.25 These documents have been provided in Appendix D: Consultation Materials.

2.4 Consultation Feedback
2.4.1 Table 2-2 Key Feedback Received from the South Planning Application Committee sets out the

feedback received from Councillors on the South Planning Application Committee as part of the
committee discussion.

Table 2-2 Key Feedback Received from the South Planning Application Committee

Key Topic Actions

Cllr David Fraser noted that the Section 36
applications/EIA needs to consider the
cumulative impacts of Foyers, Red John, Loch
Kemp, which are at different stages in the
planning process/an existing development.
Impacts on the Ness Weir also need to be taken
account of.

The cumulative impacts of Foyers PSH (existing), Loch na
Cathrach PSH (consented) and Loch Kemp PSH (submitted
Section 36 application) are considered within the EIAR.
To mitigate the effects on salmon within Loch Ness,
upgrades to the Dochfour Weir will be required improve fish
passage, prevent smolts travelling down the Caledonian
Canal, and to control water levels flowing into the River
Ness.
The Dochfour Weir Upgrade will be subject to its own
separate  planning application. It does not form part of this
Section 36 Application and will be progressed by Scottish
Canals in due course.
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Key Topic Actions

Cllr Ken Gowans requested more information on
community benefits.  David Mudie (The
Highland Council Planning Manager) noted that
community benefits should not be reported on
by The Highland Council in relation to the
material planning merits of a scheme.

It is recognised that any commitments in relation to the
charter are not a material planning consideration; however it
should be noted that the Applicant is engaging with The
Highland Council in relation to their Social Value Charter4.
A Socio-Economic Statement has been prepared to
demonstrate how the application will meet NPF4 Policy 11
(c). This has been informed by engagement with The
Highland Council, community councils, other stakeholders
and public feedback about community benefits.

2.4.2 Table 2-3 Key Feedback Received at Community Engagement Events sets out the key topics
raised at the PAC events and feedback submitted online or received between the consultation period
(22 October to 15 November 2024).

Table 2-3 Key Feedback Received at Community Engagement Events

Key Topic Response

Water level of Loch Ness and related
biodiversity impacts.
Impacts on commercial and recreational
operators on Loch Ness.

The impacts of any changes to the water levels resulting from the
Proposed Development and cumulatively are assessed within
EIAR Chapter 10: Water Environment, Chapter 11 Flood Risk
and Water Resources, Chapter 9 Aquatic & Marine Ecology
and Chapter 16 Socio-Economic, Recreation and Tourism
(Volume 2: Main Report).
As part of the EIAR the cumulative impact of other schemes on
Loch Ness have been assessed.

Impacts on the environment and wildlife
during construction and operation

Ecology specialists have provided advice that has informed the
design of the scheme and the embedded mitigation. Impacts on
the environment and wildlife are assessed within the EIAR.

Impacts on walking routes from
construction works.

The impacts on walking routes have been assessed in Chapter
16 Socio-Economic, Recreation and Tourism (Volume 2: Main
Report), and an Outline Access Management Plan (OAMP) has
been submitted with the application (Appendix 16.1 Outline
Access Management Plan (Volume 5: Appendices).

Visual impact of the Proposed
Development (including temporary
construction structures) on residents,
visitors and local landscape character (at
Meall Fuar-Mhonaidh, Loch Ness and
Foyers) during construction.

At the early engagement events, feedback was received that the
proposed location of construction compounds was too close to
existing communities. The compounds have been relocated to the
northwest of the site to move to reduce the potential impacts on
the local communities.
The visual impact of the Development has been assessed within
the EIAR as part of the Chapter 6: Landscape and Visual
(Volume 2: Main Report) assessment.

Visual impact of the Proposed
Development on residents, visitors and
local landscape character (of Meall Fuar-
Mhonaidh and Loch Ness) during
operation.

The visual impact of the Proposed Development has been
assessed within the EIAR as part of the Chapter 6: Landscape
and Visual assessment (Volume 2: Main Report), which will
recommend mitigation measures to minimise and manage the
impacts of the construction works and of permanent above ground
infrastructure. This will include the preparation of a Landscape
and Ecological Management Plan (Appendix 6.4: Outline
Landscape and Ecology Management Plan) (Volume 5:
Appendices).
The Proposed Development has been designed, as far as
possible, to integrate into the surrounding landscape and views.
Much of the infrastructure will be located underground with any
above ground features designed and sited sensitively. Vegetation
reinstatement and earthwork profiling will further blend the
headpond and aboveground features into the existing landscape.

Impacts on local traffic and transport
during construction.

The impact of the Proposed Development on local traffic and
transport, particularly at Drumnadrochit where the entrance to the
site will be located, has been assessed within the EIAR as part of

4 Highland Council’s Social Values Charter for Renewables Investment (2024. [Online] Available at:
https://www.highland.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/83522/item_10_social_values_charter_for_renewables_investment
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Key Topic Response
the Chapter 13: Access, Traffic & Transport assessment
(Volume 2: Main Report).
To minimise impacts, accommodation and services for workers
will be provided on site to minimise the number of people
travelling to and from the site. In addition, the Applicant is seeking
to reuse as much material on site as possible to minimise waste
requiring removal from the site.
A Framework Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) has
been submitted with the application (Appendix 13.1: Transport
Assessment (Volume 5: Appendices).

Benefits provided to the local community
(e.g. Community Benefit Fund).

A Socio-Economic Statement has been prepared to
demonstrate how the application will meet NPF 11 (c). This has
been informed by engagement with The Highland Council,
community councils other stakeholders and public feedback about
community benefits.

Impact on local housing stock and
services, during construction, due to an
influx of workers.

A workers’ accommodation compound with the facilities and
amenities to support the workforce on site form part of the
Proposed Development. Adverse impacts on housing stock and
services are therefore largely avoided.

Consideration of the impact of the
transmission infrastructure required to
connect the Development to the grid
network.

SSEN is responsible for ensuring that the Development can
connect into the electricity network once planning consent is
received. The transmission infrastructure associated with the
Development will therefore be designed and separately consented
under Section 37 of the Electricity Act by SSEN.
The impacts of transmission lines will, however, be assessed on a
worst-case basis as part of the cumulative assessment in the
EIAR in Chapter 6 Landscape and Visual Effects (Volume 2:
Main Report).

Impact of noise generated during
construction and operation on residents
and guests staying in visitor
accommodation.

The EIAR noise specialists have provided advice that has
informed the design of the Proposed Development, and noise
impacts have been assessed in Chapter 14 Noise and Vibration
(Volume 2: Main Report). The chapter outlines the measures that
will be required to mitigate noise impacts.
A Community Liaison Group is proposed which will provide
opportunities for the local community to provide feedback on the
construction works, including on noise impacts.

Private Water Supplies The impacts of the Proposed Development on Private Water
Supplies have been assessed as part of EIAR Chapter 10: Water
Environment (Volume 2: Main Report) assessment.
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3. Additional Engagement
3.1 Engagement on Local Socio-Economic Benefits
3.1.1 The applicant has engaged with the community and stakeholders on socio-economic benefits that will

be delivered by the Proposed Development. The engagement has included discussions with The
Highland Council on aligning the Proposed Development with The Highland Council’s Social Values
Charter, and two round table discussions.

3.1.2 Attendees at the first roundtable (23 May 2024) at MacDonald Drumossie Hotel, Inverness included
Angus MacDonald MP and representatives from:

 Glenurquhart Rural Community Association;

 Bunloit Estate Steering Group;

 Bunloit Community;

 Soirbheas;

 Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council;

 Glen Urquhart Community Council;

 NatureScot; and

 Foundation Scotland.

3.1.3 Attendees at the second roundtable (24 May 2024) at Glenurquhart Public Hall, Drumnadrochit
included Angus MacDonald MP and representatives from:

 Scottish Land Commission;

 Foundation Scotland;

 Royal Society of Edinburgh; and

 Community Energy Scotland.

3.1.4 The key themes from the workshops related to:

 Community priorities;

 Infrastructure and housing;

 Capacity building;

 Environmental and biodiversity opportunities; and

 Governance of community benefits.

3.1.5 The feedback from the workshop has informed the Socio-Economic Statement submitted with the
Section 36 Application which has been developed to demonstrate how the Proposed Development
will maximise the net economic impact, including local and community socio-economic benefits of the
Proposed Development, as per by NPF4 Policy 11 c).

3.1.6 The feedback is also informing the ongoing discussions with The Highland Council in relation to
community benefits brought forward in alignment with the Social Value Charter. The Charter notes
that it is “highly desirable for companies to have identified their commitment to the charter in place
prior to the start of the formal planning process, which as Members are aware, is entirely separate
from any discussion on community benefit”. Discussions in relation to the Social Value Charter are
therefore not detailed further in this PAC Report.
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3.2 Stakeholder Consultations
3.2.1 In addition to the early engagement and pre-application consultation periods, key stakeholders have

been engaged through the EIA scoping process, the submission of a pre-application advice request
to The Highland Council and up to the submission of the Section 36 application.

3.2.2 The EIA Scoping Report was submitted to the ECU on the 26 April 2024 and key stakeholders were
consulted on the conclusion of this Scoping Report. The scoping consultees have been identified in
Appendix C of this Report.

3.2.3 A Major Pre-Application Meeting was then held on the 14 August 2024 with officers from The Highland
and other key statutory consultees to discuss the design and assessment of the Proposed
Development.

3.2.4 Table 3-1 Stakeholder Consultation Meetings provides a list of key meetings which have been
undertaken with statutory consultees in addition to the scoping consultation and Major Pre-Application
Meetings.

Table 3-1 Stakeholder Consultation Meetings

Date Consultees in Attendance Discussion

22/01/2024 Transport Scotland and BEAR Introductory meeting to the Proposed Development and
the Applicant. Transport Scotland and BEAR will be
further consulted as the transport assessment
progresses.

05/02/2024
19/09/2024
12/11/2024
09/01/2025
18/02/2025
4/03/2025

NatureScot Meeting to discuss the Proposed Development, the
Aquatic, Marine, Ornithology and Terrestrial Assessment
and the Peatland impacts and approach to
enhancements.

22/01/2024
19/03/2024

Forestry and Land Scotland Introductory meeting to the Proposed Development and
the Applicant. The subsequent meeting was to discuss
the main access to the site, which is an existing
commercial forestry road, and recreation routes on or
adjacent to Forestry and Land Scotland land.

06/06/2024,
14/08/2024,
12/09/2024,
21/10/2024,
16/12/2024,
04/02/2025,
19/02/2025

Ness District Salmon Fishery
Board (NDSFB)

Discussions regarding proposed smolt tracking studies
on Loch Ness, including input to the scope of the study. A
site visit to look at trapping and tagging locations took
place on the 19/02/2025.

24/10/2024
05/02/2025

Historic Environment Scotland Meetings to discuss and agree heritage viewpoints as
well as potential impacts to heritage, including from water
level changes on Cherry Island (crannog) and Urquhart
Castle.

04/11/2024 The Highland Council
(Landscape Officer)

Meeting to discuss the viewpoints and walking routes to
be considered in the Landscape and Visual Assessment.

04/11/2024
09/01/2025
18/02/2025
04/03/2025

SEPA Meetings to discuss the CAR licence application
including the impoundment and abstraction licences, and
water levels.
Meetings to discuss the completed Phase 2 peatland
survey, impacts and enhancement requirement.

10/09/2024 Transport Scotland, Highlands
and Islands Enterprise,
Caledonian Canal and various
canal stakeholders

A workshop facilitated by HIE titled ’Integrated Transport
Strategy for Pumped Storage Hydro Developments in the
Great Glen’. The meeting focused on managing transport
impacts, utilising the canal for PSH schemes and legacy
outcomes from potential upgrades to the canal.
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Date Consultees in Attendance Discussion

06/11/2024
15/01/2025

The Highland Council (Access
Officers)

Meeting regarding access management on recreational
routes with the Proposed Development and surrounding
area.

06/11/2024
12/12/2024
15/01/2025
29/01/2025
18/02/2025
04/03/2025

The Highland Council
Planning Officer

Meetings to provide an update on the feedback from the
PAC events and consultee feedback, including
discussions with NatureScot, SEPA and NDSFB.
An update following the submission of the Gate Check 1
Report to the Energy Consent Unit.
The Highland Council Planning Officer also attended key
meetings with The Highland Council’s Access Officer,
SEPA and NatureScot.
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Appendix A Advertising Material
A.1 Early Engagement – Leaflet 
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A.2 PAC Events – Mailshot
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A.3 PAC Events – Newspaper Advert
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A.4 PAC Events – Poster
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Appendix B Proposal of Application Notice



The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended by the Planning Etc. 
(Scotland) Act 2006 and Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 

Town and Country Planning (Pre-Application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2021 

The Council will respond within 21 days of validation the Notice. It will advise whether the 
proposed Pre-application Consultation is satisfactory or if additional notification and consultation 
above the statutory minimum is required.  

Please note that a planning application for this proposed development cannot be submitted less 
than 12 weeks from the date the Proposal of Application Notice is received by the Council and 
without the statutory consultation requirements having been undertaken. The planning 
application must be accompanied by a Pre-application consultation report. 

The Proposal of Application Notice will be valid for a period of 18 months from the date of 
validation of the notice by the Council. 

 

Contact Details 

Applicant  Glen Earrach Energy Ltd. Agent John Daly 

Address 50 Lothian Road 

Festival Square 

Edinburgh  

EH3 9WJ 

Address 

 

AECOM  

1 Tanfield 

Inverleith Row 

Edinburgh 

EH3 5DA 

Phone  Phone 07392353834 

Email roderick@glenearrach.energy Email john.daly1@aecom.com 

 

Address or Location of Proposed Development 

Please state the postal address of the prospective development site. If there is no 
postal address, please describe its location. Please outline the site in red on a base 
plan to a recognised metric scale and attach it to this completed Notice. 

The Development is on the Northwest side of Loch Ness, approximately 9.5 km to the south 
of Drumnadrochit, and 6.5 km north of Invermoriston within The Highland Council area. The 
Development site is shown on the attached ‘Location Plan’. 

 

 

 

PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE 

MOLADH BRATH IARRTAIS 

Data Protection 

Your personal data will be managed in compliance with the Data Protection legislation. You 
can read our privacy notice for planning related certificates on the Council’s website at: 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory_record/1052173/planning_applications_consents_and
_notice_of_review 
 

☒I have read and understood the privacy notice. 

https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory_record/1052173/planning_applications_consents_and_notice_of_review
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory_record/1052173/planning_applications_consents_and_notice_of_review


 

Description of Development  

Please include detail where appropriate – eg the number of residential units; the 
gross floorspace in m2 of any buildings not for residential use; the capacity of any 
electricity generation or waste management facility; and the length of any 
infrastructure project. Please attach any additional supporting information. 

The Development will have a storage capacity of up to 30,000 megawatt hours with up to 
2,000 megawatts installed electrical generation capacity. Water will be pumped, via proposed 
tunnels, into and from turbines located between Loch Ness and Loch nam Breac Dearga. It 
will provide a flexible energy ‘battery’ that helps balance supply and demand on the grid 
system.  

 

Pre-application Screening Notice  

Has a Screening Opinion been issued on the need for a Proposal of Application notice by 
the Highland Council in respect of the proposed development? 
If yes, please provide a copy of this Opinion. 

☒Yes  ☐No 

 

Community Consultation  

State which other parties have received a copy of this Proposal of Application Notice. 

Community Council/s Date Notice Served 

Glenurquhart 

Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston 

Stratherrick and Foyers 

09/10/2024 

Local Elected Members  Date Notice Served  

Cllr. Chris Balance 

Cllr. Helen Crawford 

Cllr. David Fraser 

Cllr. Emma Knox 

09/10/2024 

Members of Scottish Parliament and 
Members of Parliament 

Date Notice Served 

Kate Forbes MSP 

Ariane Burgess MSP 

Tim Eagle MSP 

Rhoda Grant MSP 

Jamie Halcro Johnston MSP 

Edward Mountain MSP 

Emma Roddick MSP 

Douglas Ross MSP 

Angus MacDonald MP 

09/10/2024 

Names / details of other parties Date Notice Served 

https://www.parliament.scot/msps/current-and-previous-msps/ariane-burgess
https://www.parliament.scot/msps/current-and-previous-msps/tim-eagle
https://www.parliament.scot/msps/current-and-previous-msps/rhoda-grant
https://www.parliament.scot/msps/current-and-previous-msps/jamie-halcro-johnston
https://www.parliament.scot/msps/current-and-previous-msps/emma-roddick
https://www.parliament.scot/msps/current-and-previous-msps/douglas-ross


Details of the consultation will be mailed 
to landowners within a 10 km radius. 

14/10/2024 

 

 

  



Details of Proposed Consultation 

Proposed Public Event 1 Venue Date and Time 

 Craigmonie Centre Glen 
Urquhart High School, 
Drumnadrochit, IV63 6XA 

Wildside Centre, 

Whitebridge, IV2 6UN  

Wednesday 23 October, 
4:00pm-8:00pm 

 

Thursday 24 October, 
3:00pm-7:00pm 

Proposed Public Event 2 

(at least 14 days after Public 
Event 1) 

Venue Date and Time 

 Glenmoriston Millenium Hall, 
Invermoriston, Inverness, 
IV63 7YA 

Balnain Hall, Balnain, 
Drumnadrochit, IV63 6UG 

Thursday 7 November, 
10:00am-2:00pm 

 

Friday 8 November, 2:00pm-
6:00pm 

 

Publication of Event 

Newspaper Advert Name of Newspaper Advert Date 

 Inverness Courier 15 October 2024  

29 October 2024 

Details of any other consultation methods (date, time and with whom) 

An online consultation room (www.glenearrach.energy) will be live for comments between 22 
October to 15 November 2024. 

 

 

Signed 

 

 

Date 08/10/2024 

 

 

 

http://www.glenearrach.energy/
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Appendix C Stakeholder Register
Consultee EIA Scoping

Consultee
EIA Scoping
Response

PAC Event
Consultee

Further Ad-hoc
Engagement

Statutory Consultees

The Highland Council Yes Yes - Yes

Historic Environment
Scotland

Yes Yes - Yes

NatureScot Yes Yes - Yes

SEPA Yes Yes - Yes

Scottish Government

Energy Consents Unit Yes Yes - -

Transport Scotland Yes Yes - Yes

Non-statutory Consultees

BEAR Scotland Yes - - Yes

Beastie Boats Yes - - -

Buglife Yes Yes - -

BT Yes Yes - -

Caley Cruisers Yes Yes - -

Civil Aviation Authority Yes - - -

Communities Inshore
Fisheries Alliance

Yes - - -

Crown Estate
Scotland

Yes Yes - -

Cruise Loch Ness Yes - - -

Defence Infrastructure
Organisations

Yes - - -

Fisheries
Management Scotland

Yes - - -

Forestry and Land
Scotland

- - - Yes

Fort Augustus and
Glenmoriston
Community Council

Yes - Yes -

Glenurquhart
Community Council

Yes Yes Yes -

Health and Safety
Executive

Yes Yes - -

Highland and Islands
Airports Limited (HIAL)

Yes Yes - -

Highlands and Islands
Enterprises

- - - Yes

John Muir Trust Yes - - -

Joint Radio Company  Yes Yes - -

Loch Ness by Jacobite Yes - - -
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Consultee EIA Scoping
Consultee

EIA Scoping
Response

PAC Event
Consultee

Further Ad-hoc
Engagement

Marine Harvest Ltd –
MOWI

Yes Yes - -

Mountaineering
Scotland

Yes - - -

National Grid Yes - - -

NATS Safeguarding Yes Yes - -

Ness and Beauly
Fisheries Trust

Yes - - -

Ness District Salmon
Fisheries Board

Yes Yes - Yes

Office for Nuclear
Regulation

Yes Yes - -

Royal Yachting
Association

Yes Yes - -

RSPB Scotland Yes Yes - -

Scottish and Southern
Electricity Networks

Yes - - -

Scottish Canals Yes Yes - Yes

Scottish Canals 2 –
Caledonian Canal

Yes - - -

Scottish Canoe
Associations

Yes - - -

Scottish Fishermen’s
Federation

Yes - - -

Scottish Fishermen’s
Organisation

Yes - - -

Scottish Forestry Yes - - -

Scottish Gas Networks Yes Yes - -

Scottish Water Yes Yes - -

Scottish Wild Land
Group

Yes - - -

Scottish Wildlife Trust Yes - - -

ScotWays Yes Yes - -

Stratherrick and
Foyers Community
Council

Yes Yes Yes -

The Loch Ness Centre Yes - - -

Visit Scotland Yes - - -
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Appendix D Consultation Materials
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D.1 Early Engagement Information Boards
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D.2 PAC Event – Consultation Boards
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D.3 Summary of Feedback Received
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D.4 Feedback Form
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